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which gives the power of leaping, accompanied by a sharp
clicking sound, possessed by many of these beetles : hence the
name of "click beetles " as popularly applied to them. The
mesosternum is short and the metasternum is, as a rule, long.
There are five visible ventral segments. The elytra are neatly
adapted and with few exceptions completely cover the abdomen.
A few females are known in which the elytra are slightly
abbreviated. The legs are slender and of varying length,
but are never very long; they are often retractile. The tarsi
are five-jointed, with simple, toothed or pectinate claws.
The chief sub-families are the Eucnemince, the Elaterince, the
Cebrionince, the Perothopince and the Cerophytince. The last
two are made up of one genus each. Perothopince is considered
by some people to be better included with the Eucnemincz;
but with Cerophytince can be separated by the fact of the very
long trochanters of their middle and posterior legs. The
Eucnemince are rather more cylindrical than the rest of the
family and many of them possess the above-mentioned power
of leaping. Their larvae, although resembling in many respects
the other Elaterid larvae, are legless, with very rudimentary
mouth-parts and antennae, and have no ocelli. The head bears
on its front some very hard, sharp teeth, which presumably
aid the larva to bore into the soft, rotting wood in which it lives.
Judging by the form of what little mouth-parts it has, its food
is very possibly the juices of the rotting wood.
Among the Elaterince are many of the largest forms known,
including the Pyrophorince, occurring in the tropics, and to
which the name " fire-flies " have been given, owing to a light
emanating from the two dull yellowish spots near the posterior
angles of the thorax. Nearly all the Elaterince can jump, and
are the typical " click beetles." Many of their larvae are
notorious as being the so-called " wire-worms " which do con-
siderable damage to the roots of wheat and other crops of a
similar nature. They are elongate and cylindrical, with
extremely tough skins, a small head, short thoracic legs and a
variable last segment, which may be sinuate at the sides, with
the apex simple or divided into a pair of toothed processes.
In the adults of some of the big species (Alaus) there are on
the pronotum large, round markings like bright eyes. All of
them cannot be denounced as crop pests, as many species live